ANAs in systemic rheumatic disease. Diagnostic significance.
Development of the lupus erythematosus (LE) cell test some 40 years ago opened up the world of ANAs to the clinician. Armed with the availability of a battery of tests for ANAs of different specificities, the modern clinician has the tools for increased diagnostic sensitivity in rheumatic disease and more accurate differentiation of systemic rheumatic diseases that sometimes present with confusing overlapping clinical features. The tests, however, should not be used indiscriminately, and their interpretation should always be done critically and in the context of the clinical presentation.